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SACRAMENTO -- Attorney General John K. Van de Kamp 

today announced the creation of a’ commission to study crime 
“and violence caused by prejudice against minority groups. 

The Attorney General's Commission on Racial, 
Ethnic, Religious and Minority Violence has been created, 
Van de Kamp said, to make a systematic study of erimes and 
violence motivated primarily by prejudice against members of 
minority communities -- Blacks, Hispanics, Asians, religious 
groups, lesbians, gay men, the elderly, the disabled, etc. 
-- and to make recommendations on how to deal with such 
incidents. 

"The 1982 Governor's Task Force on Civil Rights 
found that violence based on discriminatory motivation is a 


pervasive fact of life in many communities, Van de Kamp 
said in a letter to commission members. The commission is 
being formed, he said, to "monitor and raise public 
awareness of incidents of this nature and to make 
recommendations to deal with this problem." 

The commission is expected to hold its first 


meeting in June and to meet seven or eight times over the 


-more~ 


next two years in various locations throughout the state. 
The commission is expected to make annual reports, with 
interim reports as needed. 

The commission members have been selected on the 
basis of their experience with these kinds of issues and 
‘their ability to represent the communities and organizations 
affected by such incidents. 

The commission will be chaired by Monsignor 
William J. Barry, former chair of the Los Angeles County 
‘Human Relations Commission, Los Angeles. Other members of 
the commission are: 


Mr. Joaquin Avila 
_ President and General Counsel, Mexican 
American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 
San Francisco 


Ms. Irma Castro 

Exeéutive Director, Chicano Federation of 
San Diego County 

San Diego 


Mr. Richard Chavez 

Founder and Executive Director, Chavez and 
Associates Institute 

Member, California Governor's Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped 

Member, California Steering Committee on 
Affirmative Action 

City of Commerce 


Mr. Thomas F. Coleman 

Former Co-chair, National Committee for 
Sexual Civil Liberties 

Glendale 


Mr. Vincent Harvier 

Executive Director, Inter-Tribal Council of 
California 

Former Tribal President, Quechan Indian 
Tribe 

Sacramento 


~more-- 
os, 


Rev. Will L. Herzfeld 

Pastor, Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Board of Directors and Western Regional 
Vice-President, National Conference of 
Black Churchmen 

Oakland 


Mr. David Kassoy 

Executive Board Member, Los Angeles Chapter, 
American-Jewish Committee 

Los Angeles 


Ms. Janet Levy 

Former Director, California State Department 
of Aging 

Sacramento 


Hon. Alice Lytle 

Judge of the Sacramento County Municipal 
Court 

Former Chair, Governor's Task Force on 
Civil Rights 

Sacramento 


Mr. John W. Mack 
President, Los Angeles Urban League 
Los Angeles 


Ms. Leticia Quezada 

President, Comision Feminil de Los Angeles 

Board of Directors, Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund 

Los Angeles 


Hon. Armando 0. Rodriguez 

Judge of the Fresno County Municipal Court 

Member, California Council] on Criminal 
Justice 

Former California State President, Mexican- 
American Political Association 

Fresno 


Dr. Hazel Russell 
Board of Directors; NAACP 
Riverside 


Mr. John J. Saito 

Regional Director, Pacific Southwest 
District, Japanese American Citizens League 

Los Angeles 


Ms. Diane C. Yu 

Board of Directors, Asian American Bar 
Association 

Oakland 


-more- 
3. 


The commission will be assisted by Deputy Attorney 
General James Ching and other staff from the Attorney 
General's office under the coordination of Marty Mercado, 
chief of the Attorney General's Office of Community and 
Consumer Affairs, (916) 324-7859. 
# # # # 
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SAN FRANCISCO -- Attorney General John K. Van de Kamp today said 
he would propose civil rights legislation to impose criminal penalties for 
hate violence directed against minorities and gays. 

Responding to a major recommendation of the Attorney General's 
Commission on Racial, Ethnic, Religious and Minority Violence, the Attorney 
General also said his office would develop legislation to strengthen 
existing laws enabling victims of such violence to gain civil relief in 

_ eases where criminal remedies are inappropriate or unavailable. 

The two recommendations are among 38 contained in the commission's 
final report presented to the Attorney General today in San Francisco. 

"This has been a week of high international drama," Van de Kamp 
said at a news conference to announce the commission recommendations. "The ~ 
religious and ethnic hatreds which have terrorized the Middle East for so 
many years have finally led us into military action against Libya." 

"Those events may seem far removed from California," he added. 
"But they have their roots in passions that are no strangers to this state. 
We have only to look at our newspapers to see that hatred and hate violence 
are very much at home in California." 

He cited numerous incidents of threats and violence against 

_ members of ethnie and religious minorities as well as cases of 
"gay-bashing" in california. 


-more= 


a 


"Last month in Los Angeles, the University of Southern California 
suspended a fraternity and sorority for what the Examiner called an 'anti- 
Semitic mob outburst'," he said. "In San Francisco a wave of gay-bashing 
porn of the A.1.D.S. hysteria has made front page news around the state and 
around the nation." 

He noted that the "gay-bashing" incidents included attacks in San 
Francisco and the beating death of a gay minister in Stockton just two 
months ago. 

"In Concord, a city that has been racked with racial controversy 
in recent months," he added, "a 23-year-old man was convicted last month 
for attacking and stabbing two black men outside a local bar. He was - 
wearing Ku Klux Klan robes at the time." 

Van de Kamp said similar acts against Hispanics and Asians "are 
also commonplace both here and across the country." 

The Attorney General formed the 16-member commission in May of 
1984, in response to the murder of a Chinese-American, Vineent Chin, in 
Detroit and similar cases of hate violence in California. 

"I quickly discovered that no one had any hard data on the 
subject," he said. "No separate statistics were kept on these types of 
crimes. There was no way to know how serious the situation might be." 

The commission was directed to obtain more accurate information as 
to the extent of such violence, develop guidelines for reporting incidents, 
and encourage measures. to halt similar occurrences. | 

-more- 
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"We have no shortage of the practitioners of hate violence here at 
home," Van de Kamp said. "That is a reality which contradicts the ideals 
and the promise of a nation built of immigrants. It is a stain we must 
remove from the fabric of life in this the most diverse state in the most 
diverse nation in the world." | 

Van de Kamp said the Attorney General's office will develop 
legislation to enact a comprehensive civil rights statute with criminal 
penalties "to deter and punish crimes of hate violence." - 

| The commission also recomended major improvements in the Ralph 
Civil Rights Act, which provides civil relief for victims of hate violence 
in cases where criminal remedies are inappropriate or unavailable. Van de 
Kamp said several of the most important changes have been incorporated into 
S.B. 1961, sponsored by the Attorney General's Office and carried by Sen. 
Diane Watson, D-Los Angeles. 

Van de Kamp said the Attorney General's Office has also updated a 
handbook on "Unlawful Discrimination," which details the remedies available 
under state and federal law to victims of discrimination. In addition, the 
Attorney General's office is working with the commission to prepare uniform 
guidelines and procedures for reporting hate violence under provisions of 
S.B. 2080. | 

He said other commission recommendations are being addressed 
administratively. “He said he would personally present the report's findings 
next week to the Peace Officer Standards and Training Commission. 

"In short," he added, "I will thoroughly review each of the 38 
recomendations and take every possible step to protect the citizens of this 
' state-from bigotry and violence." 


3. 


To gather its material, the commission held public meetings and 
hearings throughout California. It was chaired by Monsignor William J. 
Barry of Los Angeles and coordinated by Marty Mercado, chief of the Attorney 
General's Office of Community and Consumer Affairs. 

A full list of the commission members and a summary of their 
findings and recommendations is attached. For further information or a copy 
of the report, contact Mercado at (916) 324-7859. 

| # # # 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL“S HATE CRIMES COMMISSION TO MEET 


LOS ANGELES —- Attorney General John Van'‘de Kamp will hold a 
press availability following a meeting with his Attorney Guseaits 
Commission on Racial, Ethnic, Religious and Minority Violence on Friday, 
October 16 in his eighth floor conference room at 3580 Wilshire Blvd. The 
Commission meeting, which is open to the public, begins at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by the press availability at 11:00. 

At the meeting, Van de Kamp will receive a report chronicling the 
Commission”s implementation of its final report issued last year. Actions 
taken to date include: 


~~ Enactment of a comprehensive civil rights statute targetting 
hate crimes, 

-- Pending legislation to creaté a central data base to collect 
statistics om hate crimes, , 


-- Creation of human relations commissions throughout the state 
to investigate and prevent hate crimes, 


-- Consideration by the state Commission on Peace Officer 


Standards -and Training on how to better train law 
enforcement in the investigation of hate crimes. 


## # # # 
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complain ~ 
of racism: . 


Ry John Lynn Smith 

Bee Staff Writer : : 
BERKELEY — A group of black 

Students at the University of Califor- 


- pia, Berkeley, presented a 14point 


list of demands Tuesday to stem 
what they cited as cases of institu- 
tiona) ard overt racism oD campus. 

_In an hourlong meeting with Chan- 
céllor Ira Michael Hevmar and oth- 
er administrators, members of the 
African American Students Associa- 
tion preserted demands that, among 
ocher things. call for: ‘ = 

© A high-level racia! grievance 
cuimmission to investigete allega- 
tions of recism. 


".. © An ethnic studies greduation re 


guirement ; 

© Formal impiementation of a 
eraccete affirmative action plan to 
improve the potential pool of future 
black faculty. : 

© Increased hiring and granting of 
tenure fordjack faculty.  _~" 

© Creation of a graduate doctoral 
Gegree program in. Afro-American 
Studies. ; 

.© 4 finencial aid appeals board. 

.© Free vse of campus facilities for 
black stucent organizations raising 
funds fcr scnolarship programs. 

© More aggressive -ecruitment of 
black Students as residence hell co- 
ordinators anc resideat essistants, 

Assistant Chancellor John Cum- 
Mins cescribed the ciosed mesting 
es Prductive and informative. “We 
obvicusly are concerned edout any 
incicent of racism and ers 2epprecia- 
tive they Srcught it to our attention.” 

“we have nat been dres2ing our 
feet.” seid Watson Leetsch, vice 
chenceller Jor undergraduate ef- 


toiss. 


The students 2skec the chexcalinr 
<O Enswer by next Money, seving 
wey Wanted to give him tire te 





soned response.” said student Mi- 


chael Berry. . 


The demands grew out of what 


Students cited as increased cases of 
overt racism on campus coupled 
‘witb their sense that the university 
was too siow to respond to black stu- 
dent concerns. - 

“It's (overt racism) been increas- 
ing in the last vear,” said Michaei 


¢ 


* Stoll. a senior at Berke!ev and presi- 


dent of the group. “There heve bees 
dead chickens in the dorms wit 
signs that said ‘Death to niggers’ and 


there was @ siatement on our office 


door seying that we should be strung 
up because we're bush :nen.*, tom 
A more tasidious form of racism is 
occtrring ir, classes, students seid. 
“In my class as a freshmen. two- 
thirds of the faculty are white mates 
end there were no Thir¢e Werle en. 
thors on my reading lists.” said 
treshman Kimberly Parilicr.. 
Moreover, stucents neve¢ that or- 
ly a tiny percentase of the Berkeley 
faculty is black. The Combination of 
uch facicrs creatss alienetion, said 
22Ck Stucents. adding thai the high 
percenteze cf black student dro> 
outs at berketcy is linked to atier- 
étion. . 





Chancellor tra Michael Heyman 
heard black students’ case. 
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ay Area ‘skinheads’ join 
Klan ceremony in Modesto 


Lisa Lapin 
By i 


News Staff Writer 


outskirts of town Saturday night 
Cross-lighting ceremony. 
Sheriff's officials said it was the first time 
Seen skinhead teen-agers from the Bay Area at a Klan 
ceremony in Modesto. Thi youths showed uy 
representing clubs from Palo Alto, Turlock and Hol- 
lister. 


At least four of the teen-agers, who wore knee. 
length boots and Suspenders and had shaved heads, 
Were initiated into the late Saturday. 


got 
into throwing literature, now I'm ready for a bigger 
Said Mike, 19, a South Bay skinhead 
to join the Klan. “ve believed in white 
power cince I was 13. I was sick of being bashed. In 
my town, you either knew how to run or knew how to 
fight” 

While a group of about 20 local Klansmen gathered 
for a chicken dinner — of only white meat — the 
Skinheads prepared for their first Yy. 

Some nailed planks into & 20-foot cross, then 


~~ _ 


wrapped gasoline-soaked burlap bags around the 
which was sunk into Ground. Others. 


a, 19, of Mountain View. He has been recruit- 
ing South Bay teen-agers into the white supremacist 


The cross-burning, held behind the house of klans- 
man Bil) Albers, was by invitation Only. Stanislaus 
County sheriff's deputies observed the activities from 
across an irrigation canal 

“They talk a lot about overthrowin 





In San Jose last summer, @ 54-year-old black wom- 
been held and threa 


and false 
reed involved in the 
tified. Two teen-agers at 
Saturday’s Klan rally said they were involved in the 
assault. They refused to give their names. 


ey 


Y ic mM in these positions how can you expect” to be- 

Racis charges threaten come a professor. ac: 
Administrators argue that there are just not 
a il : enough potential black professors in the pipe- 
Cal S | | beral re utation line, but those who've made it argue that the 
: ‘task of becoming a professor can be intimidat- 

, F ing to black candidates. 
By John Lynn Smith - ; reflect a more multiethnic society. “It is the nature of the professoriate that 
ep eels | "  ., Our students are 4 ao rh le cane of when you look different, or bring in different 
— The Uni “California citizens, and we ge C Some ex: of research, it is harder to break the bar- 
Guiae ore pie gd “ pressions on campus as in society,” said UC ase said Wilkerson. - 

bastion of Mberalism and diversit President David Gardner. “The university will “Most of us are old enough and have enough 
has been rocked by char of 4 ~Contend with the same pressure points the so- calluses,” said W. Russell Ellis, Jr. a black pro- 
rwoweeks 6 | - fessor of architecture. “But there is still som= 


1sm in the last two weeks. ciety deals with in genem).* 
It began with a Student-held press While no university official wil} say Whether 
conference and was followed by the there is a problem with racism, they are quick = ae 
African American Student Associa- to say they are concerned even with the mere 
tion presenting a list of 14 demands Perception that there is a problem. 
to Chancellor Ira Michael Heyman. Assistant Chancellor John Cummins Saidthe @80ny and disappointment that nothing has 
Ata rally Friday, leaders of the or- university is concerned about the chargesang Changed.” 
ganization threatened to shut down wants to address the issues raised by the stu- These situations, say black students, contrib- 
the campus to show Heyman th ey dents. j ute to what they cal the alienating climate of 
are serious about fighting racism. Gardner said he wants to deal with thecom- UC Berkeley. . 
Students said ifthe yniversity meets _ paints before they pet estore the popaletencral feeling of not belonging 
5 Nonetheless, some students and faculty _ © the population at large,” Ber keley black stu- 
the demands, it could relax tensions members contend racism is alive at UC Berke. dent Tracey Campbell said. “You can belong to 
that have escalated into racial taunts ley. . the black population or get lost in the crowd. 
and name-calling, “Hostility and racism raise their head too of. There are not that many avenues to Partici- 
rkeley officials said that Hey. ten at Berkeley, making the campus environ- Pate on campus in general.” 
man, who earlier this year wrote a: ment uncomfortable for many black students,” A campus task force concerned with the dis- 
letter to the campus community Say- a Campus-appointed task force on black gradu- mal rate of Sraduation among black Students 
ing the work is under Way to restore ' - tion rates reported earlier this year. “Sty. has suggested a variety of measures — some 
Cal's historic commitment to civili- dents report that the daily impact of these two now being implemented — to improve the situ 
ty. tolerance ang understanding,” factors decrease motivation and increase ation. Among the proposals are better counse!- 
could respond as early as Monday. black student's risk of attrition.” ; ing, better financial aid services, streamlinec 
; Racism didn't disappear after the Senior Michael] Stoll, president of the cam- bureaucracy to reduce impediments to black 
60s, Randolph Bromery, a Univer- Pus’ African American Students Association, Students, freshman-sophomore seminars 
Sity of Massachusetts Beophysics said he believes racism has been increasing aimed at black students, and better orientation 
Highest ane : Fonicle a oe et ark on pie been dead for black Students. 
€ afterma mn the dorms with 5 that said 
of racial unrest at the Amherst cam- Death to niggers,’ and there was a Statement Serer praduate wen ancks who coe 
ty On our door saying that we should be Strung UP Jess than half that of their white counterparts 
dus this year. “It's latent, like a cancer. because we are bush men.” ; and slightly more than half the graduation rate 
fe as be me Provide the right conditions at es Asi they have no reports of of Hispanic students. In the falt of 1986, black 
; racial incidents, but studen : ime hi 
Aad thi tear he penceotcime sei Sie ding Suggest the ab- enrollment at Berkeley was at an all-time high 


ar i ha a : ‘ . of 1,182 students, but black Students who grad 
At the University of Michigan, where a What are you Boing to do when someone uated that year numbered only 142. he 
ampus disc jockey told racial jokes on the air. calls you a nigger, Michael Berry, a black 

@ At the Citadel, where a black cadet was third-year law student asked rhetorically. “Go The task force found that most of the dr Op- 
iunted by five white students wearing sheets to the police? Outs occur in the junior and senior year. not at 
nd carrying a charred Paper cross. ; . . wee the freshman level). Black students at Berkeley 
MAt the University of Wisconsin, where “Black people have a special, historical rela- ! are better prepared academically than ever 
lack students protested a white fraternity's  Wonship with police.” Berry said and do not before — the black Students’ Scholastic Apti- , 
nage of a black with a bone through his nose. typically turn to the police for support. fude Test scores at Berkeley are better than | 

@ At Northern Illinois University, where Students also charge that there is a lack Of the national average. 

eople entering a campus center to hear the black residential advisers in the dormitories . 

ev. Jesse Jackson speak were greated by ra- 4espite tire increase in the numbers of black 

al slurs from white students. : students; that white Professors tend not to call 

But racism at Berkeley? on black students in Class; that the faculty is - 

Kimberly Papilion, a black freshman at UC _disproportionately white; and that the curricu- 

*rkeley, said she was surprised to find what, um alienates black students. _ ; 

¢ calls racism oa the campus. “This is sup" “In my class as a freshman, two-thirds of the 

sed to be one of the most diverse campuses faculty are white males and there are no Third 

‘the nation,” she said. World authors on my reading lists,” said Papil- : 

It is. Black student enrollment accounts for on, who, along with other black Students, - 

percent of the freshman class this year,up _ Stresses the need for more black professors, 

2m 5.4 percent in 1981. When combined with Of Berkeley's 1,593 full-time faculty, 156 are 

her minorities, the freshman Class at Berke- minorities — 86 Asians, 34 blacks, 32 Hispan- 

y is more than 50 percent minority this year. !csand four Native Americans. —__ . 

Some professors and administrators specu- “They are role models. They can bring per- 

e that racial tensions are increasing be- Spective of what students can expect, Said 

use the campus finally is beginning to | Margaret Wilkerson, an associate professor in 

Berkeley's department of Afro-American stud- fe es 
tes: “If you don't see People who look like you { 7 


a 





ate News 


By Jobn Lynn Smith 
Bee Staff Writer : 


. SAN CISCO — The president of the 
Unive of California said Friday he 





Ethnic-studies re 
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quirement 


doubts ethic studies will be required for : ~~ - : 


Sraduatioa or that admissions Policies wil) 
Change to allow more Asian-American Stu- 
dents into UC Berkeley and UCLA. 

“I would be very surprised if the Academ- 
ic Senate would make such a recommenda- 
tion" to require ethnic studies, David P. 
Gardner said during an interview following 
his speech to the Commonwealth Clup. 

. “Il would expect that we will continue to 
have tensions and therefore we will also ex- 
perience change.” Gardner continued. “But. 


as typical of change with such Matters in the . 


university. it will be very pgradua).” . 

; Minority students at UC Berkeley, acting 
in the wake of what they said were in- 
creasec cases of overt racism on campus. 
have renewed their cal! for an ethnic studies 
course required of all students for gradua- 
tion The recommendation is now being 
Studied b\ the Academic Senate. 

Instead of a requirement. Gardner said he 
expects the curriculum wil! expand in time 
lo offer more vaned courses on differen: 
cultures 

As to Asian-American, enrollments. Gard- 
ner told his Commonwealth Club audience 
that itis UC's policy to admit Students of var- 
ied backgrounds. rather than simply fill up 


the freshman class with Straight-A students. . 

Asian-Americans. who are more success- 
ful thar-any other racial ethnic group in 
gaining entry into UC, charge that the uni- 
versily is unfairly curtailing their enroll- 
ment ir the more popular campuses of UC 
Berkeley and UCLA. 

Overall, the nine-campus UC system takes 
its students from the top 12.5 percent of 


high-school graduates. Berkeley and UCLA, - 


being the most popular. are also the most 
competitive, and Asian-Americans maintain 
that if students meet the numerical qualif- 
cations they should be admitted to the cam- 
pus of their choice. University policy Says 
qualified students will get in at one of the 
campuses, but not always their first choice. 


unlikely, UC chief 
says. oro 


A state auditor general's. report earlier 
this. month said in some cases qualified 


‘white students are more likely to gain access 
‘to UC Berkeley than Asian-Americans. but 


did not conclude that admissions policies . 
were discriminatory. Asian-American ad- 
missions are off 25 percent since 1983. but 
white enrollments are down 44 percent as. 
part of UC Berkeley's effort to lower the 
overall size of its freshman class. 


Gardner said UC should not be defensive 


about admission policies that strive for a di- 


verse Class at popular campuses, even if it: 
means rerouting qualified students and ex- 
Plaining to Asian-Americans that other UC 
Campuses have something to offer. too. 


“I know that our policies are disturbing to 
some people,” said Gardner. adding that he 
was aware of the political and social sensi- 
tivity of dealing with race in'admissions po!:. 
cies But he added that it is important thi.: 
UC be open about the policy to “facilitate the 
living together in this state of various racia! 
‘and ethnic groups.” 


“If we we don't handle this well,” he saic 


' “there will surely be tensions in our society ° 


Gardner said it is critica) that student boc- 
ies be racially and ethnically diverse be- 
cause “that’s the society they are going to 
live in and they might just as well start at the 
University of California. If it is uncomfori- 
‘able, all the peter : 













By Shawna Hubler 
Herald stall wetter 


naace" Clash in schools 


fen Vinh Ta knew Iittle 
English. but his battered 
body spoke for itself. He 
fooked as if he had been 
horsewhipped. the school nurse 
said 
As he showered in gym class at 
his new school, Carson High. the 
welts on his back stood out in 
bruised relief “Who did this to 
you"” asked the coach, the schoo! 
nurse, the police. But the terrified 
bos did not understand 
Finally, they brought in a bitin 
pual Vietnamese classmate Van 
Doan took one look and smiled Ta 
was the “victim” of the ancient art 
of ca ves, &@ Medicinal massage 


done with the serrated edge of a 
cam In Tas homeland “coming ’ 
Is as Common as aspirin Here. atts 
a folk remedy for the exotic few 

“No one has beaten him,” re- 
ported the impromptu interpreter, 
Doan “It's just an old Vietnamese 
headache cure” 

But coining — though not 
considered to be child abuse -- 
creates symptoms that are reports 


ble as such And the ancident 
three weeks ago. ts just a small 
part of a big dilemma facing Los 
Angeles County’s school adminis. 
trators, social workers and police 
How best to protect the civil mghts 
of a growing number of immigrant 
children while respecting cultures 
that .can differ wildly from our 
own? 


“Coming 3s just one of thou- 


—_— 


sands of cultural issues that cause 
us trouble,” said police Capt Jor 
Santoro ef Monterey Park, one of 
dozens of Los Angeles suburbs 
struggling to absorb a massive 
influx of immigrants and refugees 

“One of our biggest areas of 
concern is What to do when people 
came here from other countries 


and continue practicing customs 
and traditions that sin be per- 
fectly acceptable there, but that 
clash vith our law bere.” 
Nowhere is the difference more 
pervasive, Santoro and others say. 


Los Angeles Herald Examiner, 


oo Me 
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Foreign customs, abuse laws can 


than In cultural attitudes toward a 
parent's role. One country’s idea of 
good discipline, for example, can 
translate into child battering bere. 

Child neglect charges can be — 
and have been — brought against 
foreign parents who routinely leave 
their children at home unattended 
because it was safe for them to do 
0 in the old country. And foreign 
folk remedies such as coiping have 
become the bane of school officials 
struggling to comply with stringent 
child abuse reporting laws without 
offending conscientious and loving 
immigrant parents. 

Carlos Sosa, assistant director for 
the county Department of Chil- 
dren's Services, said a department 
survey done in April showed that in 
just that one month. child welfare 
workers had to respond to 8,704 
child abuse reports in languages 
other than English — including 194 
in Chinese, 115 in Vietnamese, 111 
jn Cambodian, 50 in Korean, 41 in 
Japanese, 17 in Tagalog. 16 in 
Samoan and 8,052 in Spanish. Some 
were legitimate cases of brutality, 
he said, but many were also classic 
examples of cultural ignorance. 

“We do a very limited job of 


cultural awareness in Los Angeles, 


and tbe jack of bilingual social 
workers and doctors and police and 


_ school officials only compounds the 


problem,” Sosa ssid. 
Educators and police agree. 
“Parents, especially first genera- 
tion parents, are bringing their kids 
up the way they were brought up — 


- which is the best way they know 
how,” said Naomi Michaels, a rin- © 
: cipal of Japanese descent whose 


Emelita Elementary School in En- 


_ cino is becoming increasing)y popu- 


fated with Middle Eastern children 

“But I think there's a fine line. 
We have to tell them, ‘We aren't 
saying your style of parenting is 
wrong, but in this country there are 
tules everyone must follow, and 
you are putting yourself in jeo- 
pardy if you continue treating your 
child this way.’” 

Marta Hernandez, a Mexican- 
born garment worker living in 
Southeast Los Angeles, learned the 
hard way that old-country discip- 
line is unacceptable here. One 
evening, she said, she caught her 15 
vearold son, Humberto, rifling 


Sunday, November 1, 1987 : ' Page 1 of 3 


ce fate 
a 


through her purse for mone) ‘A 
single parent with two children to 
feed, Hernandez relied on her 2140 
a-week wages just to survive. Sbc 
ordered him to leave the bag alone. 
The next day, she discovered all her 
money was gone. 
Furious, sb 


money. 
“| didn't do anything.” the boy 


demanded the 


So Hernandez — whose own 

‘ father often beat her when she 

rebelled — grabbed Humberto by 

the ear and began to smack him 
with a wooden spoon. 


“) bit mm on a finger. and- 
because’] was so mad. J bit him on 
the back and drew biood.” recalled 
the 5foot-tall woman who, at 18: 
pounds, was nearly twice the size of 
her slim son. ¥ 

“He said. ‘I'm going to go to the 
police.’ I said, ‘However you want i. 
son.’” Later (though Hernandez 
would deny it was her fault!. X-rays 
would reveal the boy's hand had 
been broken. 

That afternoon, the police came 
to Hernandez’s home and asked her 
if she had hit her son. When she 
said, “yes,” the police took both 
children away and the county 
ordered Hernandez to get counse!- 


ing. 

“J didn’t know it was prohibited 
to hit children bere.” said Hernan- 
dez who, despite eight years in this 
country, still communicates almost 
solely in Spanish. “In Mexico, they 
hit them to teach them. So they'll 
understand. So they'll obey. This 1s 
how they are taught.to discipline — 
by hitting. That's how I was 
taught.” 

When the police came to her 
door, sbe never suspected she 
would be charged with child abuse 

“J thought something bad. had 
happened to my son. and they were 
there to tell me,” Hernandez said. 

But her two children were 
placed into foster care. and even 
after a year and a half of parenting 
classes and individual counselinc. 
Hernandez sees them only on 
scheduled visits. It will be some 
time yet before they can return 


home. 
@ 
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Arrests of Teen Members of ‘Skinhead’ Faction 


Spell End to Spree of ‘Hate Crimes,’ Police Say 


‘a MICHAEL CONNELLY, Times Staff 


S Y§ne police officers burst 

the door of Michael Casey 

in’s Bome 10 days ago, the 

18-year-old Chatsworth high 

oo] dropout was asleep in his 

bedroom, comfortably surrounded 

by the trappings of the youth gang 
he both founded and led. 

Police said they found in Martin's 
room a gang phote album and 
newsletters, a 9-millimeter hand- 
gun and a .22-caliber rifle, a mem- 
bership roster and a book that 
described gang rules, dress and 
tactics. 


But the surroundings were not 
like those the officers had seen in 
connection with most youth gangs 
in the San Fernando Valley. Hung 
side by side on the wall of his 
bedroom were the flag of the 


Confederacy and the Federal Re- 


public of Germany On the night- 
Stand next to the bed was a copy of 
Adolf Hitler's manifesto, “Mein 
Kampf.” In the photo album, the 
pictures were of young men wear- 
ing Nazi armbands, posing in sieg- 
heil salute, according to police. 
Leader Called ‘Peanut’ 


The newsletters and pamphlets 
espoused the philosophy of white 
supremacy and racial violence. An- 
other book in the room, “Au- 
schwitz: The True Story,” argues 
that the Holocaust never took 
place. 

Martin, known as “Peanut” by 
other members of the gang he 
named the Reich Skins, was taken 
in handcuffs after the raid at the 
two-bedroom Chatsworth home h: 
shared with his mother. In the davs 


following, Los Angcles police ar- 
rested seven younger members of 
the gang. Police said the group, 
which had operated primarily in 
the western part of the Valley, was 
involved in racial terrorism activ}- 
ties—“hate” crimes—for four to six 
months before the arrests. Now, 
thes say it has been effectively 
stampec out. 

The Reich Skins, detectives sand, 
are a faction of the “skinhead” 
youth movement. identified by its 


Writer 


members’ shaved heads, tattoos, 
black boots and leather jackets. 
The group began in England more 
than a decade ago, sparked by 
social unrest and rock 'n’ roll, but it 
is now an international phenome- 
non largely driven by Neo- Nazi 
philosophy and racism. 


. The arrests of Martin and other 
Reich Skins have introduced a new 


_ ahapter to the book on gangs in Los 


Angeles, police said. 

“Young people want to fee! they 
belong somewhere.” said Lt. War- 
ren Knowles of the Los Angeles 
Police Devonshire Division. “But ] 
don't know exactly how or why 
that feeling spins into something 
like this.” 

However they arrived at their 
views, the Reich Skins apparently 
made no effort to keep a low 
profile Nazi swastikas were posted 
on hght poles along three blocks in 
Chatsworth. A Latino high school 
boy and his family were threatened 
in their Granada Hills home by 
armed intruders chanung “white 
power.” More swastikas were 
painted and iiterature espousing 
white supremacy was posted at 
Granada Hills High Schoo] as ar 
initiation rite. 


About 25 Members 


All of those actions and many 
others have been attnbuted by 
police and school officials to the 
Reich Skins. a group of about 25 


. youths in the Vailey aged 14 to 20 


years old. 

"Authorities say skinheads also 
exist in Orange County. particular - 
ly in Huntington Beach, where 
members have been known to post 
racist literature and graffiu. The 
Reich Skins, however. are beheved 


* to have committed more aggressi\ ¢ 


acts, leading police to consider 
them more of an immediate threat. 

Martin. was at the center of a 
handful of members responsible for 
most of the Reich Skin's activities. 
police said. Surrounding that core 
were several youths who appar- 
ently did not understand what they 
were involved in, who police said 
were “sucked n.” 

Martin has connections to a 
number of white power group: 
such as the Ku Klux Klan, White 
Aryan Resistance. National Social- 
wt White Amercan Paris and 


Aryan Alliance, police saic Som 


‘of those groups provided the here 


ture and stickers used by the Reic:. 


' Skins. 


Police said the Reich Skins als 


had an affiliation with a naliona. 
association of skinhead groups. 4 


’ recent eight-pak* newsietier frot. 


“Skinheads of America” descrii¢: 
the group's beliefs this wa). 

“Skinheads of America. hke thc 
dynamic Skinheads in Europe. arc 
working class Aryan youth We 
oppose the capitalist and comm.- 
nist scum that are destroying our 
race.” Jt continues with anti-Se- 
mitic vitriol. 

According to an Anti-Defame- 
tion League report on the skin- 
heads issued Friday. the members’ 
appearance symbolizes “tough. pe- 
tnotic. anti-immigrant. work:ng- 
class attitudes in contras: to the 
supposedly sissyish. pacifist. libe: - 
al, middle-class views of the iong- 
hairs.” 

The ADL reported those same 
attitudes made skinheads attrec- 
tive to British-based neo-Nazi 
groups. and the youths became 
targets of those groups’ recruling 
efforts. Eventually, 11 caused & 
philosophical fissure among the 
skinheads. 

“This started as a rock ‘n’ rol! 
thing.” Knowles said. “But evente- 
ally 1. split into two groups —one 
part was into white supremacy. the 
other had believers in racia: har- 
mony.” 

According to the ADL repor'. 
skinhead groups have been ident:- 
fied in Califorma in Orange Coun: 
San Francisco and San Jose The 
largest U.S. group 1s 1 Chicage¢ 
called Romantic Violence. 

Betsy Rosenthal. ADL's Wes*¢>. 
states counsel. said the Reich Skir. 
faction had been unknowr. to th 
League until Martin's arrest She 

ee 


© 





Rid the group bears careful moni- 
toring. 

“The major threat is if this group 
signifies that there is a possible rise 
in hate activities among youth,” 
Rosenthal said. 

Detective Michael Brandt, who 
has headed the Reich Skins inves- 
tigation, said the same split among 
skinhead factions that occurred in 
Englanél is evident in the Valley. 
He said investigators have identi- 
fied several “two-tone” skinhead 
factions or elubs—the United 


Skins, the Mickey Mouse Club, the. 


Mods and the West Coast Front— 
that operate in the West Valley and 
adhere to philosophies of racial 
harmony. 

In recent months, there have 
been several confrontations. fights 
and possibly a shooting incident 
between the Reich Skins and other 
Broups clashing at local parks and 
Shopping malls, police said. 


‘A Definite Division’ 


“They started forming earlier 
this year.” said Brandt. “There was 
no rea! organization. But it was 
basically one group. But then some 
Started moving toward white pride 
and then to white power. Others 
moved away. There was a definite 
division. .. When schoo! started 
this vear, it all heated up.” 

Police said most of the Reich 
Skins core group dropped out of 
high schools this year, as Martin 
had done the year before. Detec- 
tives said the group's activities 
were believed carried out almost 
entirely at the direction of Martin. 
He is being held in lieu of $100,000 
bail at the Los Angeles County Jail 
on charges of attempted burglary 
and using unlawful, violent acts to 
effect political change. Under an 
obscure 1919 Criminal Syndicalism 
Act, he is charged with distributing 
the racist literature and painting 
the racist graffiti. 

The complaint also alleges that 
on Oct. 7 he and a juvenile compan- 
ion tried to break into the Granada 
Hills home of a Latino high schoo! 
student. The complaint says that 
Martin carried a gun and yelled 
“white power,” “down with Mexi- 
cans” and “down with blacks.” 

The seven juveniles arrested will 
face lesser charges, officials said. 


Martin, who has pleaded inno- 


cent to the charges, was described 
by school officials as an average 
student who was a loner on the 
Chatsworth High School campus 
before dropping out. 

Police said Martin's mother was 
as astonished by what her son was 
accused of as the parents of other 
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Reich Skins members and some 
schoo! officials were. Some parents 
were surprised to find that ther 
sons had swastika tattoos. 

What the parents, school offi- 
cials and investigators stil] find 
puzzling was how and why youths 
from mostly middle-class Valley 
families became aligned with such 
extremist views. Some question 
whether they truly understood the 
meaning of their actions, 

“Knowing high school students. I 
would say that the affiliation is 
greater than their beliefs,” said Jim 
Ball, principal of John F- Kennedy. 


High School in Granada Hills 
where officials say some Reich 
Skins were recruited. 


Gregory Bodenhamer, a former 


Probation officer who founded the 


program Back in Contro) in - 


Southern California to help parents 
deal with incorrigible youths, said 
the skinhead &roups are often at- 
tractive to youths who long for a 
sense of belonging. 

Police said some of the younger 
members apparently realized they 
erred by joining but were too 
intimidated or frightened to quit. 


“They felt they had to 80 along,” 


SS 


said Brandt, who noted that one 
boy lied and said he was not Jewish 
in order to belong, then ran away 
from home when he feared mem- 

had discovered his back - 
ground. 

Police said the arrests of the core 
members, particularly of Marton, 
have ended any threat from the 
group. 

“Martin was the crux of this.” 
Brandt said. “With him in a. 
we've buried the Reich Skins for 


‘now. The others have secretec 


themselves back into the woo. 
work.” . 
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: WASHINGTON — A House pan- 
el approved legislation Tuesday 
that would require the government 
td gather statistics on “hate 
crimes,” despite efforts by conser- 
Vatives to derail the measure be- 
Cause it identifies gays as targets of 
prejudice. 


The House Judiciary Committee 
approved the Hate Crimes Statistics 


Act by a vote of 21-13, with most | 


Republicans opposing the measure. 
The vote followed heated debate 
from lawmakers including Rep. 
Patrick Swindall, R-Ga., who said 


the law would help “normalize” ho- 
mosexuality and violate the “organ- 
ic laws of our nation” regarding 
sexual practice. 

The legislation would require 
the Justice Department to collect 
and publish data about crimes moti- 
‘vated by prejud:ce against a per- 
son's race, religion, ethnicity or sex- 
ual orientation. 

A broad coalition of civil-rights 
groups supports the measure, 
which was first introduced in 1985. 
But its passage has been stymied by 
lawmakers who oppose the sexual- 
orientation provision and by Jus- 
tice Department officials who have 
raised a variety of technical objec- 
tions. 


ie en eer al 
‘Such data 
would be very 
useful...to 
combai these 
offenses’ 

— Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich. 


Supporters of the measure are 
Skeptical that it will pass both 
chambers of Congress any time 
soon. 

The measure approved Tuesday 
was sponsored by Rep. John Con- 
yers, D-Mich., who said hate crimes 


debate on gays: 


Were increasing at a ” 
pags ing at an alarming” 


“There are at present no com- 


Prehensive, accurate and u 
, Statistics kept on the aatieasl ince 
dence of hate crimes,” he said. 
- “Such data would be very useful to 
* law-enforcement organizations and 


communities seeking to combat 


these offenses.” 


A series of recent reports by civ. 
il-rights &roups have pointed ‘ an 
increase in hate crimes: 


@A study last year by the Na- 
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force 


«indicated that one in five gay men 


and nearly one in 10 lesbians had 
been physically assaulted because 


of their sexuality. 

© A report issued this year by 
the Jewish Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai Brith identified 
the emergence of an organized 
“hate movement” that has fostered 
criminal activity by right-wing ex- 
‘tremists against a variety of minori- 


. ty and religious groups. The report 


charges that there have been more 
hate crimes committed in the past 
three years than over the past two 
decades. - : 

® The Atlanta-based Center for 
Democratic Renewal is slated to is- 
sue a report in November that will 
document at erst 2,000 incidents of 
hate crimes, including assault, 
bombing, murder and arson, from 


Ss4iV NILES GF 


WwiWVWNn GEs LFOE 


<s bill to study 
‘haie crimes’ afte 
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1960 through 1986. 


Tuesday's session became heat- 
ed when Rep. George Gekas, R-Pa., 
offered an amendment to delete 
the measure’s provision on crimes 
against gays. He was backed by 
Swindall, who took the floor three 
times to protest the provision. 


“This bill is unjust because it vio- 
lates the law — the natural law of 
our nation,” Swindall declared. 
“What could be more unnatural] 
than the homosexual act?” . 


Committee member Rep. Bar- 


mey Franks, a Massachusetts Demo- , 
crat who {is gay, said after the ses- | 


sion that Swindall is “bizarre.” 
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The Survivalist Threat 


On a warm evening in June 1984 Alan Berg 
drove up to his Denver home. As he 
Stepped from 
Sassin fired 13 rounds from an automatic 
Pistol, killing him instantly. Berg was mur. 
dered because he was Jewish and because, 
as the host of a radio talk show, he taunted 
and ridiculed Ku Klux Klanners, neo-Nazis 
and others who love to hate. Finally, one of 
these Neanderthal groups determined to 
reply to Berg’s jibes in the only way that 
would not bring a humiliating rebuttal. 
According to investigative. journalist 
James Coates, it was the Berg murder that 
revealed that our nation is host to a net- 
work of dangerous hate groups. In Armed 
and Dangerous: The Rise Of the Survivalist 
Right (Hill & Wang, $17.95) Coates docu- 
ments the rise of violent, right-wing hate 
groups known as survivalists, 
Survivalists are a motley’ lot, but they 
have in common the belief that the Jewish 
People are in league with Satan and are 
bent on the destruction of gentiles in gen: 
eral and white American gentiles in particu- 
lar. Toward this end, Jewish bankers and 
other sinister forces have taken contro! of 
the U.S. 









conspiring to 
ruin, and af- 
into a nucle- 
This inevita- 


society. 
The conspiratorial litany varies from 


tack and must rise up to fight a guerrilla 
War against Jews, blacks, Hispanics, Catho- 
lcs, homosexuals, AIDS victims, secular 
humanists, atheists, Shriners—there is no 
end of people to hate when you're a 
Survivalist. Coates documents the hatred 
and the violence of the Ku Klux Klan, Iden- 
tity Christians, Posse Comitatus, “com. 
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his Volkswagen Beetle, an as. | 







Pound dwellers” and 


loners such as Don 
and Dan Nichols, . 





They sell audiotapes and videotapes extol- 
ling the virtues of the Ku Klux Kian, for ex- 
ample, and run workshops at which 
Survivalists learn a variety of skills, from 
how to poison a city’s water Supply to how 
to avoid paying taxes, 











injure Swenson 
her rescuers, 






many are buying it?” 

An even more disturbing question is, 
how many will be won over by the 
Survivalist madness if there is an economic 
crisis? Coates reports that a Harris poll of 
people in Iowa and Nebraska found that 27 











€1 nandies, had nis fingertips shot off with | percent agreed that “farmers have always 
Pistols, had one arm and both legs broken been exploited by international Jewish 
and had flesh removed from his legs with a bankers.” Forty-four Percent of those with- 
razor and a pair of pliers, . out: high school diplomas endorsed the 

Such brutality is not the only product of Statement. If the Survival Right has a foot- 






survivalist thinking, nor is it relatively good times, it is 
i they will gain Political con- 
trol of the Country if we fall upon really 


hard times. As Christ said as he was taken 












government officeholders _Whose views away to his crucifixion, “For if they do this 
they oppose. Some of them have made a | when the wood is green, what will happen: 
i of spreading the survivalist creed, when it is dry?” —PAUL CHANCE 
Siew 
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Hateful behavior. 


Ask a majority of people if racism is alive in 
present-day California, and they will say that it 
disappeared with the Civil Rights movement. 
Ask Rudy and Yvonne Fox and their three child- 
ren, and they will tell you that racism continues 
to rear its ugly head, this time in their own back 


The Foxes returned from a day’s outing last 
Sunday to find the charred remains of their 
Sacramento home. On a detached storage shed 
among the ashes and melted momentos, they 
also found a Nazi swastika and this spray- 
Painted epithet: “Next time you'll listen, 
Neighbors report that the Foxes’ house burned 
to the ground within minutes following a pre- 
dawn blast. Upon investigation, the Sacramento 
Police Department's arson team concluded that 
the blaze was intentionally set using gasoline 
and matches. The arson follows a series of 
anonymous, threatening telephone calls made to 
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the Foxes over a period of three months. 


Unfortunately, the injustice done to the Foo 
family is hardly an isolated incident. In August, i 
Sacramento man who founded a neo-Nazi, whit 
supremacist ere and then left it had his throa 
slit and was nailed to a board, presumably by hi: 
former followers. In January, a cross was burnec 
outside a nightclub popular with blacks iz 
Plumas County. And locally, a white suprema 
cist group calling itself the Phoenix Movemen 
sends mailers to homes, denouncing Jews anc 

romoting the “Brotherhood of Aryar 
ations.” 


The or parties responsible for torching 
the fo one asi be found and prosecuted. 
While it is accurate to say that this kind of beha- 
vior is despicable, condemnation is hardly 
adequate. We must say that it is intolerable, and 
further, our actions must demonstrate that we 
cannot, and will not, accept such behavior. 
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LOS’ ANGELES—Attormey General. John Van de Kamp oy announced the 
completion of his office’ Ss investigation into the harassment . of the Dufau 
family which was fonced to: flee its. Westchester home following racist. 
threats and: apd en last. year. . | | 
| Evidence gathered. during the investigation ‘would not support 
criminal charges, but would: allow a civil action under: the Ralph Civil 
Rights Act. against’ a juvenile ihe haa History of TEntRt instability. 
Because of his age,. the. juvenile Suepece will not be identified. — 

| "This closes an ugly case of racial harrassment," Van de Kamp 
said, "and I am glad that Robson and Tori Dufau know that this ordeal is 
over so they can get on with their lives." 

Under the terms: of. an agreement reached with the ania: and his 

_ father, Van de Kamp has. agreed not to file a civil lawsuit against the 
juvenile provided that he continues to: receive psychiatric treatment for a 
period of 18 months.. The. Attorney General’ s office will monitor the 
juvenile’s treatment. during that period. a 

The Dufaus have been notified of the. disposition of the case and 
support. its resolution. 

"This was a very difficult case to resolve," Van de Kamp said. 
"The Dufau family suffered from the acts committed by this troubled young . 
man. But I hope the Dufaus are comforted that no organized hate group was 
involved in this case and'that the responsible person has been identified 
and is being treated," Van de Kamp added. 
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"This case should serve as a warning to others who may be thinking 
about engaging in similar acts of sactat harassment that this. kind of 


conduct will not be tolerated, " Van de hay said. "The necessary resources 


were assigned until this case was solved. We “Stand ready to investigate any 


such. future cases until the. perpetrators. are. tracked down and ete 


accountable for a action," he added... 


The. case was handled Ey. the Attorney General's. Civil. eae 


Saetion and Bureau of Investigations. 
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